
Presidential Truth Commission on Deaths in the Military 

25 April 2022 

 

The 50th Regular Meeting was Held, Deciding 39 Cases of Truth-Finding 

- The Commission closed a total of 47 cases, including 39 cases of truth-finding 

- Fact-finding of Late Staff Sergeant Byun Huisu’s case and ‘Welfare Project’ Case 

- Recommendations for improvement in awareness and institutions without discrimination 
based on sexual orientation 

 

 Presidential Truth Commission on Deaths in the Military (Hereinafter, ‘the Commission’), 

headed by Song Kichun, held its 50th regular meeting at 10:40 AM on 25 April and closed 47 

cases of complaints, including 39 cases of fact-finding, which amounts to 1,130 closed cases 

out of 1,787 received cases with 657 cases in progress.  

 The main agenda dealt in the 50th regular meeting were as follows: 

 Regarding the case of Late Staff Sergeant Byun Huisu, whose investigation was decided 

ex-officio by the Commission in its 45th regular meeting in December, 2021, the 

Commission ascertained the truth that the deceased passed away before the expiration 

date of her service period by reviewing the legal proceedings and records of her revocation 

lawsuit, medical reports, forensic medicine consultation, psychological autopsy, and 

interviews with relevant figures; the military’s stance was that it cannot acknowledge her 

death as in the line of duty because the date of her death is after her mandatory service 

period. <See Annex 1.> 

 … 

 … 

 Chairperson Song noted, “as the pandemic situation is improving, we can expect the 

investigation activities to be more vigorous,” and underscored, “it is necessary for the military 

to reinforce the depth and width of understanding of sexual orientation and to create an 

environment for military service without discrimination based on sexual orientation” in regards 

to, particularly, the case of Late Staff Sergeant Byun Huisu, which was investigated ex-officio. 

 … 

 

Annex 1. Case of Late Staff Sergeant Byun Huisu (2nd Investigation Section, Investigator Seo Jun, 

Tel. 02-6124-7222) 

 The Commission decided to disclose the summary of this said case since its impact on the 

improvement of protection and promotion of military human rights is significant and its 

influence on the society is highly overarching, which requires quick disclosure. 

 The Commission ex-officio decided to commence an investigation, adopting Late Staff 

Sergeant Byun Huisu’s case as the 7th Item for ex-officio investigation, in the 45th regular 

meeting on 14 December 2021. 

 The deceased was discharged on 23 January 2020 by the resolution of ‘Discharge based 

on mental and physical disorders’ by the Army HQ Committee on Examination for 

Discharge on 22 January 2020, after having sex reassignment surgery on 29 November 

2019 while she had been serving the military as a staff sergeant on 1 March 2017. 



 The deceased filed a lawsuit of “Revocation of Disposition of Discharge” on 11 August 

2020, arguing that her forceful discharge was unjust, to the Daejeon District Court; the 

Court on 7 October 2021 ruled in favor of the deceased after she was found dead on 3 

March 2021: “The defendant’s disposition of discharge on Late Byun Huisu, dated on 23 

January 2020, shall be revoked.” 

 The Commission obtained and scrutinized the revocation lawsuit’s proceedings, medical 

reports as well as an investigation with forensic medicine consultation, psychological 

autopsy, interviews with the bereaved family and important witnesses. 

 The Commission confirmed the time of the deceased’s death on the basis of the Police 

investigation report, forensic analysis, and the medical examiner, so it concluded that the 

deceased passed away on 27 February before the expiration date of her noncom 

mandatory service period, which is 28 February 2021.  

 Notably, the Commission viewed that the Court’s description, which specified the 

deceased’s death on 3 March 2021, is lapsus calami due to limitations of the pleading 

principle after reviewing the evidence submitted before the Court. 

 The Commission also noted that the major cause of death is the unjust discharge on the 

basis of medical opinions, psychological autopsy, last memo of the deceased, testimonies 

of her psychological state after the forceful discharge. 

 Thus, the Commission requested the Minister of National Defense to review Staff Sergeant 

Byun’s categorization of death as ‘in the line of duty’ as well as to swiftly arrange measures 

to raise awareness and reform institutions to prevent discrimination against sexual 

orientation, etc. in the military. 

 

 


